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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 8, 9. 12-32 remain pending. 

2. This action is in response to correspondence filed 14 September 2007. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 12, 14. 18, 20, 24-27, 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Frailong et al. (US 6,496,858 B1), hereinafter referred to as Frailong. 

5. Regarding claim 12, Frailong discloses a method of synchronizing configuration 
parameters (col. 5, II. 16-19) on a server with a database of stored configuration 
parameters (col. 5, II. 24-26) comprising: 

automatically updating at least one application program configuration parameter 
in response to updating at least one corresponding stored application configuration 
parameter in said database by a particular customer of a web hosting provider (col. 17, 
II. 54-59), 

wherein each application program configuration parameter defines at least in part 
a set of resources on the server available to the particular customer of a web hosting 
provider (col. 5, II. 37-40). 
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6. Regarding claim 14, Frailong discloses the method wherein the set of resources 
comprises a network address (col. 5, II. 37-40). 

7. Regarding claim 18, Frailong discloses an information processing system 
comprising: 

at least one network server running at least one application program, wherein 
application program operation is defined at least in part by a set of configuration 
parameters stored on said at least one network server and associated with said 
application program operation (col. 4, 11. 58-65, device contains APIs and 
communications with a remote server); 

a database separate from said at least one network server and storing a copy of 
said set of configuration parameters (col. 5, II. 30-36, remote management stores 
configuration parameters in a repository); and 

means for automatically maintaining synchronization between said set of 
configuration parameters stored on said at least one network server and said copy of 
said set of configuration parameters stored in said database, wherein the server is 
operated by a web-hosting provider and wherein each application program configuration 
program parameter defines at least in part a set of resources on the network server 
available to a particular customer of the web hosting provider (col. 17, II. 54-59). 

8. Regarding claim 20, Frailong discloses the method wherein the set of resources 
comprises a network address (col. 5, II. 37-40). 
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9. Regarding claim 24, Frailong discloses a method of synchronizing configuration 
parameters (col. 5, II. 16-19) on a server with a database of stored configuration 
parameters (col. 5, II. 24-26) comprising: 

automatically updating at least one application program configuration parameter 
in response to updating at least one corresponding stored application configuration 
parameter in said database by a particular user of a web hosting provider of a web 
hosting provider (col. 17, II. 54-59), 

wherein each application program configuration parameter defines at least in part 
a set of resources on the server available to a particular customer of a web hosting 
provider (col. 5, II. 37-40). 

10. Regarding claim 25, Frailong discloses the method wherein the server is 
operated by a web-hosting providing (col. 5, II. 24-31) and each application program 
configuration parameter defines at least in part a set of resources on the server 
available to a particular customer of the web hosting provider (col. 5, II. 37-40). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 26, Frailong discloses an information processing system 
comprising: 

at least one network server running at least one application program, wherein 
application program operation is defined at least in part by a set of configuration 
parameters stored on said at least one network server and associated with said 
application program operation (col. 4, II. 58-65, device contains APIs and 
communications with a remote server); 



Application/Control Number: Page 5 

09/766.473 

Art Unit: 2142 

a database separate from said at least one network server and storing a copy of 
said set of configuration parameters (col. 5, II. 30-36, remote management stores 
configuration parameters in a repository); and 

means for automatically maintaining synchronization between said set of 
configuration parameters stored on said at least one network server and said copy of 
said set of configuration parameters stored in said database, wherein the server is 
operated by a web-hosting provider and wherein each application program configuration 
program parameter defines at least in part a set of resources on the network server 
available to a particular customer of the web hosting provider (col. 17, II. 54-59). 

12. Regarding claim 27, Frailong discloses the method wherein the server is 
operated by a web-hosting providing (col. 5, II. 24-31) and each application program 
configuration parameter defines at least in part a set of resources on the server 
available to a particular customer of the web hosting provider (col. 5, II. 37-40). 

1 3. Regarding claim 29, Frailong discloses the method wherein the set of resources 
comprises a network address (col. 5, II. 37-40). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

14. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

15. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
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the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

16. Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Frailong in view of Wilson (US 6,718.347). 

17. Regarding claim 8, Frailong teaches the updating of information in a database 
((col. 17, II. 54-59) but does not explicitly teach reversing a database update in the 
event of an indication of an error during the process of updating the server. However, in 
related art, Wilson teaches on this aspect wherein Wilson teaches the detection of 
errors when performing database operations and when an error has been detected 
commands can be re-executed. One of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicants' invention would have found it obvious to incorporate the teachings of Wilson 
with the teachings of Frailong. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to make such a combination as suggested by Wilson wherein Wilson teaches 
the importance of coherence between databases on separate servers (col. 2, II. 50-58) 
and the reduction of error occurrences (col. 19, II. 11-14). 

18. Regarding claim 9, Frailong teaches the updating of information in a database 
(col. 17, II. 54-59) but does not explicitly teach the method of additionally comprising 
suspending a database update for a predefined period. However, in related art, Wilson 
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teaches on this aspect wherein Wilson teaches the usage of a timer to delay open 
database commands. One of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicants' 
invention would have found it obvious to incorporate the teachings of Wilson with the 
teachings of Frailong. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
make such a combination as suggested by Wilson wherein Wilson teaches the 
importance of coherence between databases on separate servers (coL 2, II. 50-58) and 
the reduction of error occurrences (col. 19, II. 11-14). 

19. Claims 13, 15-17, 19, 21-23, 28. 30-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Frailong in view of Dan et al. (US 6,560,639 B1), hereinafter 
referred to as Dan. 

20. Regarding claim 13, Frailong teaches the configuration information being related 
to resources available to a client but does not explicitly teach the set of resources 
comprising disk space. However, in related art, the set of resources including disk 
space is deemed an obvious variation in view of Dan wherein Dan teaches the use of a 
database which is made available as a network resource to a client over a network (fig. 
2, item 50). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the applicants' invention to incorporate the teachings of Dan with Frailong by providing a 
set of resources on the sen/er including disk space in order to provide users an 
interface with a web management server side application. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would have been motivated to combine Dan with Frailong in order to enable a user 
to interface to remote disk space efficiently (Dan, col. 2, II. 11-15). 
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21. Regarding claim 15, Frailong teaches the configuration information being related 
to resources available to a client but does not explicitly teach the set of resources 
comprising memory space. However, in related art, the set of resources including 
memory space is deemed an obvious variation in view of Dan wherein Dan teaches the 
use of a database which is made available as a network resource to a client over a 
network (fig. 2, item 50). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the applicants* invention to incorporate the teachings of Dan with Frailong by 
providing a set of resources on the server including memory space in order to provide 
users an interface with a web management server side application. One of ordinary skill 
in the art would have been motivated to combine Dan with Frailong in order to enable a 
user to interface to remote memory space efficiently (Dan, col. 2, II. 11-15). 

22. Regarding claim 16, Frailong teaches the configuration information being related 
to resources available to a client but does not explicitly teach the set of resources 
comprising communication bandwidth. However, in related art, the set of resources 
including communication bandwidth is deemed an obvious variation in view of Dan 
wherein Dan teaches the use of a database that is made available as a network 
resource to a client over a network (fig. 2, item 50). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicants' invention to incorporate the 
teachings of Dan with Frailong by providing a set of resources on the server including 
communication bandwidth in order to provide users an efficient or fast interface with a 
web management server side application. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
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been motivated to combine Dan with Frailong in order to enable a user to interface to 
remote locations through efficient communication bandwidth (Dan, col. 2. II. 11-15). 

23. Regarding claim 17, Frailong teaches the configuration information being related 
to resources available to a client but does not explicitly teach the set of resources 
comprising processor capacity. However, in related art, the set of resources including 
processor capacity is deemed an obvious variation in view of Dan wherein Dan teaches 
the use of a database that is made available as a network resource to a client over a 
network (fig. 2, item 50). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the applicants' invention to incorporate the teachings of Dan with Frailong by 
providing a set of resources on the server including processor capacity in order to 
provide users an interface with a web management server side application. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to combine Dan with Frailong in 
order to enable a user to interface to remote processor capacity efficiently (Dan, col. 2, 
II. 11-15). 

24. Regarding claim 19, Frailong teaches the configuration information being related 
to resources available to a client but does not explicitly teach the set of resources 
comprising disk space. However, in related art, the set of resources including disk 
space is deemed an obvious variation in view of Dan wherein Dan teaches the use of a 
database which is made available as a network resource to a client over a network (fig. 
2, item 50). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the applicants' invention to incorporate the teachings of Dan with Frailong by providing a 
set of resources on the server including disk space in order to provide users an 
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interface with a web management server side application. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would have been motivated to combine Dan with Frailong in order to enable a user 
to interface to remote disk space efficiently (Dan, col. 2, II. 11-15). 

25. Regarding claim 21 , Frailong teaches the configuration information being related 
to resources available to a client but does not explicitly teach the set of resources 
comprising memory space. However, in related art, the set of resources including 
memory space is deemed an obvious variation in view of Dan wherein Dan teaches the 
use of a database which is made available as a network resource to a client over a 
network (fig. 2, item 50). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the applicants' invention to incorporate the teachings of Dan with Frailong by 
providing a set of resources on the server including memory space in order to provide 
users an interface with a web management server side application. One of ordinary skill 
in the art would have been motivated to combine Dan with Frailong in order to enable a 
user to interface to remote memory space efficiently (Dan, col. 2, II. 11-15). 

26. Regarding claim 22, Frailong teaches the configuration information being related 
to resources available to a client but does not explicitly teach the set of resources 
comprising communication bandwidth. However, in related art, the set of resources 
including communication bandwidth is deemed an obvious variation in view of Dan 
wherein Dan teaches the use of a database that is made available as a network 
resource to a client over a network (fig. 2, item 50). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicants' invention to incorporate the 
teachings of Dan with Frailong by providing a set of resources on the server including 
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communication bandwidth in order to provide users an efficient or fast interface witii a 
web management server side application. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to combine Dan with Frailong in order to enable a user to interface to 
remote locations through efficient communication bandwidth (Dan, col. 2, II. 11-15). 

27. Regarding claim 23, Frailong teaches the configuration information being related 
to resources available to a client but does not explicitly teach the set of resources 
comprising processor capacity. However, in related art, the set of resources including 
processor capacity is deemed an obvious variation in view of Dan wherein Dan teaches 
the use of a database which is made available as a network resource to a client over a 
network (fig. 2, item 50). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the applicants' invention to incorporate the teachings of Dan with Frailong by 
providing a set of resources on the server including processor capacity in order to 
provide users an interface with a web management server side application. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to combine Dan with Frailong in 
order to enable a user to interface to remote processor capacity efficiently (Dan, col. 2, 
11. 11-15). 

28. Regarding claim 28, Frailong teaches the configuration information being related 
to resources available to a client but does not explicitly teach the set of resources 
comprising disk space. However, in related art, the set of resources including disk 
space is deemed an obvious variation in view of Dan wherein Dan teaches the use of a 
database which is made available as a network resource to a client over a network (fig. 
2, item 50). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
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the applicants' invention to incorporate the teachings of Dan with Frailong by providing a 
set of resources on the server including disk space in order to provide users an 
interface with a web management server side application. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would have been motivated to combine Dan with Frailong in order to enable a user 
to interface to remote disk space efficiently (Dan, col. 2, II. 11-15). 

29. Regarding claim 30, Frailong teaches the configuration information being related 
to resources. available to a client but does not explicitly teach the set of resources 
comprising memory space. However, in related art, the set of resources including 
memory space is deemed an obvious variation in view of Dan wherein Dan teaches the 
use of a database which is made available as a network resource to a client over a 
network (fig. 2, item 50). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the applicants' invention to incorporate the teachings of Dan with Frailong by 
providing a set of resources on the server including memory space in order to provide 
users an interface with a web management server side application. One of ordinary skill 
in the art would have been motivated to combine Dan with Frailong in order to enable a 
user to interface to remote memory space efficiently (Dan, col. 2, II. 11-15). 

30. Regarding claim 31, Frailong teaches the configuration information being related 
to resources available to a client but does not explicitly teach the set of resources 
comprising communication bandwidth. However, in related art, the set of resources 
including communication bandwidth is deemed an obvious variation in view of Dan 
wherein Dan teaches the use of a database that is made available as a network 
resource to a client over a network (fig. 2, item 50). It would have been obvious to one 
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of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicants* invention to incorporate the 
teachings of Dan with Frailong by providing a set of resources on the server including 
communication bandwidth in order to provide users an efficient or fast interface with a 
web management server side application. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to combine Dan with Frailong in order to enable a user to interface to 
remote locations through efficient communication bandwidth (Dan, col. 2, II. 11-15). 

31. Regarding claim 32, Frailong teaches the configuration information being related 
to resources available to a client but does not explicitly teach the set of resources 
comprising processor capacity. However, in related art, the set of resources including 
processor capacity is deemed an obvious variation in view of Dan wherein Dan teaches 
the use of a database which is made available as a network resource to a client over a 
network (fig. 2, item 50). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the applicants* invention to incorporate the teachings of Dan with Frailong by 
providing a set of resources on the server including processor capacity in order to 
provide users an interface with a web management server side application. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to combine Dan with Frailong in 
order to enable a user to interface to remote processor capacity efficiently (Dan, col. 2, 
11.11-15). 

Response to Arguments 

32. Applicant's arguments filed 14 September 2007 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Claim 12 
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33. Applicant argues with respect to amended independent claim 12 that claim 12 
patently defines over Frailong for at least the reason that Frailong fails to disclose, teach 
or suggest the features of (A) an "application program configuration parameter" and (B) 
"a particular customer of a web hosting provider." The examiner respectfully disagrees. 

34. In response to (A), the examiner maintains that Frailong teaches the utilization of 
application program configuration parameters. The applicant's specification defines an 
application program configuration parameter as a parameter which defines a set of 
resources on the server available to a particular customer of a web hosting provider. 
The configuration parameters taught by Frailong are related to data and parameters 
related to the configuration of a network interface device as taught in column 2, lines 47- 
50. Frailong teaches further in column 5, lines 34-40 the utilization of configuration 
parameters to adequately configure a server device with respect to a LAN, internet 
address blocks, internet domain names and data related to the physical and logical 
interfaces within the network and between other networks. Therefore it is maintained 
that Frailong teaches within the scope of an application program configuration 
parameter. 

35. In response to (B), the examiner maintains that Frailong teaches the usage of a 
particular customer of a web hosting provider. Frailong's teaching in column 9 lines 3- 
20 of a user being able to request a number of services including but not limited to 
bringing a service up or down and reconfiguring a service teaches on* the aspect of a 
particular customer of a web hosting providing having the ability to alter configuration 
parameters. Frailong further teaches in column 17, lines 54-59 the passage of 
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reconfiguration information in a reconfiguration notification message which automatically 
updates parameter settings within a network. Therefore it is maintained that Frailong 
teaches within the scope of a particular customer of a web hosting provider. 
Claim 18 

36. Applicant argues with respect to independent claim 18 that Frailong fails to 
disclose, teach or suggest "wherein application program operation is defined at least in 
part by a set of configuration parameters stored on said at least one network server and 
association with said application program operation." The examiner respectfully 
disagrees. Frailong teaches on the usage of an application program operation as 
defined by configuration parameters wherein Frailong teaches in column 4, lines 53-61 
a gateway interface device that contains a configuration database. This configuration 
database is used to store configuration parameters and operates to further guide which 
application programs are to be utilized with respect to the application program interfaces 
(API's). Therefore it is maintained that Frailong teaches wherein application program 
operation is defined at least in part by a set of configuration parameters stored on said 
at least one network server and association with said application program operation. 
Claim 24 

37. Applicant argues with respect to independent claim 24 that claim 24 patently 
defines over Frailong for at least the reason that Frailong fails to disclose, teach or 
suggest the feature: "automatically updating at least one application program 
configuration parameter in response to updating at least one corresponding stored 
application configuration parameter in said database by a particular user of a web 
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hosting provider." The examiner respectfully disagrees. Frailong's teaching in column 9 
lines 3-20 of a user being able to request a number of services including but not limited 
to bringing a service up or down and reconfiguring a service teaches on the aspect of a 
particular customer of a web hosting providing having the ability to alter configuration 
parameters. Frailong further teaches in column 17, lines 54-59 the passage of 
reconfiguration information in a reconfiguration notification message which automatically 
updates parameter settings within a network. Therefore it is maintained that Frailong 
teaches within the scope of automatically updating at least one application program 
configuration parameter in response to updating at least one corresponding stored 
application configuration parameter in said database by a particular user of a web 
hosting provider. 
Claim 26 

38. Applicant argues with respect to independent claim 26 that claim 26 patently 
defines over Frailong for at least the reason that Frailong fails to disclose, teach or 
suggest the feature: wherein application program operation is defined at least in part by 
a set of configuration parameters stored on said at least one network server and 
associated with said application program operation." The examiner respectfully 
disagrees. Frailong teaches on the usage of an application program operation as 
defined by configuration parameters wherein Frailong teaches in column 4, lines 53-61 
a gateway interface device that contains a configuration database. This configuration 
database is used to store configuration parameters and operates to further guide which 
application programs are to be utilized with respect to the application program interfaces 
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(APrs). Therefore it is maintained tliat Frailong teaches wherein application program 
operation is defined at least in part by a set of configuration parameters stored on said 
at least one network server and associated with said application program operation. 
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Conclusion 

39. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin A. Ailes whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3899. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:30-4, IFP Work Schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on (571)272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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